
        
Configuring Your New 

 Sangean CL-100 
 Weather Radio 

Fire Safe Occidental (FSO) has recommended the Sangean CL-100 as 
our choice of a best-in-class NOAA All Hazards Weather Radio. 


Before you start to use your new Sangean CL-100 you must install 
four (4) new AA batteries in it for backup use when the power goes 
out, which is highly likely to happen in a fire emergency.


See the Backup Batteries writeup latter in this document for more 
information on batteries. FSO recommends Energizer Ultimate Lithium 
AA batteries for your Sangean CL-100. They go into the recessed 
compartment on the underside of the radio. Page 5 in the Manual.


Then plug in the power adaptor cord into the back of the radio and the 
AC adaptor into the wall outlet. Make sure the radio is at least a foot 
away from the wall outlet that the AC adaptor is plugged into. See 
page 6 in the Manual. You should now see a VDC indicator and a 
power plug symbol on the upper left of your radio’s display.


Before turning on your radio the first time, unplug the power cord from 
the back of the radio and see if a small battery symbol is shown on 
the upper left edge of the radio’s display. If it is not showing 3 white 
bars, replace the batteries as yours should be brand new. You should 
also check your batteries once a month the same way and replace the 
batteries when only 1 white bar is showing.
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Programming the Sangean CL-100 

The following minimum features need to be programmed in the 
Sangean CL-100:


1.	 Setting the Time and Date manually by following the 
instructions on page 7 of the Manual.

	 


2.	 Selecting the Weather Band Channel by following the 
instructions on pages 9 & 10 of the Manual. You will be tuning the 
Weather Radio to Weather Channel 4 (which is WZ-2504 at 
162.475 MHz, but that will be automatically what is done when you 
select Channel 4). Note that on page 10, step 1 that the sequence 
seems out of order. Just make sure that the slider switch labeled 
WEATHER is in the ON (red showing) position, then go to step 2.


The slider switch labeled WEATHER must always be in the ON 
position for your Weather Radio alert function to be enabled, and/or to 
be able to listen to the Weather Channel you set above (wx4 should 
show in the upper right of the radio’s display).


3.	 SAME Programming is done by following the instructions on 
pages 11 of the Manual. You will be setting a single County code, 
which will be “006097” for Sonoma County.


Note that SAME means Specific Area Message Encoding, which for 
the Occidental area means we want to enter the Sonoma County 
SAME code.
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After you have set these three things your radio is ready to use. Go to 
Siren Test on page 19 of the Manual to hear what the difference is 
between Advisory, Watch and Warning.


If you want to adjust the Siren Volume go to page 18 in the Manual.


If you want to change the Setting of the Alert Mode go to page 15 in 
the Manual. This will give you the choice of Voice or Siren Mode. 
Please read the description to see what each mode does. The default 
is Voice Mode, which is a good place to start.


At this point other radio features such as AM/FM radio reception, 
Alarm Clock functions and adjustments such as bass/treble are 
optional. The purpose of this radio is to alert you in case of 
emergencies such as wild fires. 


Your radio will be configured by default, i.e., out of the box, for all the 

Alerts described on pages 28 & 29 in the Manual. There are 82 
different Alerts listed, but more can be added manually as needed (see 
Adding Alerts on page 16 of the Manual). 


The most important Alerts for local use are Enabled, but any Alert may 
be Enable or Disabled by going to Set the Siren Mode on page 20 in 
the Manual.


Place this radio near enough to where you sleep so you will hear 
it when you are asleep. It should be loud enough to wake you up. 
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Backup Batteries 

Your All Hazards Weather Radio requires batteries to provide backup 
power during a power outage. It is wise to use the best batteries 
available, as they will last longer. 


The Sangean CL-100 uses a slight amount of battery power when the 
radio is turned on (if it is just listening for SAME Alerts it doesn’t use 
power), so it is important to not leave it on indiscriminately and to 
always remember that for an emergency alert device it is essential to 
test batteries periodically. 


It is recommended that you check the Sangean CL-100 backup 
batteries once a month to make sure they are ok. You don’t need a 
battery tester, just pull the power cord connector out of the back of 
the radio and a battery display will light up telling you how much 
power is left. If only one white band is shown on the battery symbol, 
replace all 4 AA batteries with new ones. Then re-plug the power cord 
back into the radio.


We recommend Energizer Ultimate Lithium AA batteries (the radio 
uses 4 of them). These batteries are very long lived, and have a shelf 
life of 20 years with no leakage. These are great batteries for your Go-
Bag assuring that you will have dependable batteries.
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