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What	to	do	when	leaving	home	–	no	matter	how	much	time	you	have:	

1. If you feel threatened don’t wait for an evacuation order – LEAVE 
NOW! Don’t try to grab more stuff, because stuff can be replaced 
but lives cannot. 

2. Shut windows and doors but leave unlocked 
3. Leave gates open 
4. Leave lights on inside and out for firefighters 
5. Hang evacuation signs on exterior doors (These can be purchased at 

Occidental Hardware.) 
6. Close all doors inside the house to prevent draft  
7. Turn off propane  
8. Take ONE car to reduce traffic jams whenever possible  

 
PETS 

1. Locate your pets and place them in carriers NOW or as soon as you 
know you will be evacuating. You may not be able to catch them as the 
fire gets nearer and you get more anxious as they pick-up on your 
energy 

2. Be sure your pets their have collars with tags on  
3. Pack fresh water, bowls, pet food, and leashes for animals 
4. Pack kitty litter tray for cats (NOTE: You can get travel litter trays at the 

pet store) 
5. Use a pheromone cat spray to calm anxious cats  
6. Prepare horses and large animals for transport. (In future consider 

moving them to a safe location before evacuation is ordered) 
 

Five-Minute Plan: (ADD THESE THINGS) 
1. Use the 6 P’s: PEOPLE, PETS, PLASTIC (and cash), 

PRESCRIPTIONS, PRICELESS ITEMS, and Important PAPERS.  
2. Grab Go-Bag, Purse, Computer, Cell Phone and charging cords  
3. Dress all family members in long sleeve (or layers) and long pants – 

heavy cotton and wool is preferable no matter how hot it is 
4. Have access to leather gloves, head and eye protection – full 

coverage eye goggles are best 
5. Cover your face with dry bandanna or scarf OVER an N-95 mask or 

respirator 
REMINDERS: 
1 Carry wallet (ID), keys on your person – have 2nd set of keys packed in 

your “go bag” 
2 Drink lots of water and stay hydrated – have electrolyte replacements 

drinks in your “go bag” 
3 Carry a headlamp and flashlight (even during the day) with spare 

batteries, or have them in your “go bag” 
4 Carry maps with at least 2 evacuation routes mapped in your “go bag” 
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5 Stay Calm 
 
 
1-Hour Plan: (ADD THESE THINGS) 

1. Listen to alert information, especially:  Nixle; KSRO @ 1350 AM or 
103.5 FM; NOAA weather radio Channel 4 (WZ2504) @ 162.475 
MHz  

2. Prepare box with food and water for 72 hrs. 
3. Pack car if not already packed– remember sleeping bag and pillow. 
4. Gather combustible items outside home (furniture cushions, etc.) and 

store away from residence or inside residence, or even put in pool if 
you have one. 

5. Turn-off air conditioning and house fans 
6. Place non-combustible ladder so that firemen can access roof of house 
7. Set garage door to “manual operation” 
8. Review items you are taking with you and modify as needed 

 
Two-Hour Plan: (ADD THESE THINGS) 

1. Call/text out-of-area person and leave contact information 
2. Patrol your property and monitor the fire situation 
3. Pull down exterior non-flammable window covers 
4. Move BBQ propane tanks away from structures 
5. Gather fire-safe clothing, helmets, lights, crowbars, etc., to have at 

the ready 
6. Connect garden hoses to outside spigots for use by fire-fighters 

(attach squeeze-grip nozzles if you have them) and lay hoses out 
so that they will not tangle if pulled 

7. Identify alternate large water sources for fire-fighters with signage 
(if you haven’t already) 

8. Place full water buckets around the outside of your house 
especially near decks or fences 

9. Don’t leave lawn sprinklers on or water running – they are 
ineffective and reduce critical water pressure for the entire 
neighborhood  

10. Unlock and prop open fences and side-gates 
11. Place non-combustible ladder(s) at the corner(s) of other structures 

and against water-tanks for firefighters 
12. If space allows, Pack camping gear, tent, stove, lantern, propane  
13. If time permits, check in with elderly and/or disabled neighbors – 

help them prepare for evacuation if possible 
14. Prepare car for ready evacuation facing roadway. NOTE: “Go 

Bags” should already be in the car for every person and your 
animals  

15. If time permits, use fire resistant spray foam (works good on glass 
to keep windows from exploding in heat) and temporary non-
flammable wraps if you have them 


